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Committee of the Whole Minutes 

 
November 21, 2023, 8:30 a.m. 

1600 2nd Street NE 
Three Hills, AB T0M 2A0 

 
Council Present: Faye McGhee, Councillor 
 Jerry Wittstock, Deputy Reeve 
 Carrie Fobes, Councillor 
 Laura Lee Machell-Cunningham, Councillor 
 Wade Christie, Councillor 
 Kenneth King, Reeve 
  
Council Absent: Debbie Penner, Councillor 
  
Staff Present: Mike Haugen, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Mike Ziehr, Director of Infrastructure 
 Kevin Gannon, Director of Community Services 
 Debra Grosfield, Manager of Protective Services 
 Barb Hazelton, Manager of Planning and Development 
 Fallon Sherlock, Manager of Parks and Agricultural Service Board 
 Jenna Kester, Economic Development Intern 
 Carolyn Van der Kuil, Legislative Services Coordinator 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

2. New Business 

2.1 Business Retention & Expansion Survey Report 

1. Call to Order 

Reeve King called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

1.1 Approval of Agenda 

Additions to the Agenda: 

2.0 New Business 
2.4 AUC Renewable Engagement 

Resolution:  CW053 

Moved by: Councillor Christie 

That the Committee of the Whole approve the agenda as amended. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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1.2 Approval of Minutes 

1.2.1 Approval of the October 17, 2023, COW Meeting Minutes 

Resolution:  CW054 

Moved by: Councillor McGhee 

That the Committee of the Whole approves the adoption of the minutes 
of the October 17, 2023, Committee of the Whole meeting, as 
presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

2. New Business 

2.2 Bylaw 1889 Amendment to Land Use Bylaw 1808 

Resolution:  CW055 

Moved by: Councillor McGhee 

That the Committee of the Whole accept the update on proposed Bylaw 
1889 for information, as presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

2.3 Future of Growing Kneehill Event Discussion 

The Chair called for a recess at 9:33 a.m. and called the meeting back to 
order at 9:47 a.m. with all previously mentioned members present. 

The Chair called for a recess at 10:48 a.m. and called the meeting back to 
order at 11:02 a.m. with all previously mentioned members present. 

Resolution:  CW056 

Moved by: Councillor Cunningham 

That the Committee of the Whole requests that Administration provide 
options for future Growing Kneehill Events to Council for consideration as 
discussed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

2.4 AUC Renewables Review Comment Matrix 

Resolution:  CW057 

Moved by: Councillor Christie 

That the Committee of the Whole receive for information the AUC 
Renewable Review document, as discussed. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Resolution:  CW058 

Moved by: Councillor Cunningham 

That the Committee of the Whole recommend to Council that the County 
take part in the AUC Oral Engagement Process and have the opportunity 
to withdraw if necessary.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

3. Closed Session 

The Chair called for a recess at 12:18 p.m. and called the meeting back to order 
at 1:00 p.m. with all previously mentioned members present. 

The Chair called for a recess at 2:31 p.m. and called the meeting back to order at 
2:40 p.m. with all previously mentioned members present. 

Resolution:  CW059 

Moved by: Councillor Fobes 

That this meeting goes into closed session at 1:00 p.m. for the following 
reason(s): 

 Third Party Business (FOIP- Section 16) 

 Third Party Business (FOIP- Section 16) 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Resolution:  CW060 

Moved by: Councillor McGhee 

That Council return to open meeting at 3:01 p.m. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

3:02 p.m. - meeting recessed to allow return of public. 

3:03 p.m. - meeting resumed. 

4. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 3:03 p.m. 

 
   

Kenneth King, Deputy Reeve  Mike Haugen, CAO 
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Version:  2023-01 

Subject: Economic Development Portfolio 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, August 2, 2023 

Prepared By: Kevin Gannon, Director of Community Services 

Presented By: Kevin Gannon, Director of Community Services 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Committee of the Whole receive the report as information 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: (Check all that apply) 

 
☐ 

 
☒ 

 
☒ 

 
☒ 

 
☐   

High Quality 
Infrastructure 

Economic 
Resilience 

Quality of Life Effective 
Leadership 

Level of Service  

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

Provincial (cite)- NA 

Council Bylaw/Policy (cite)- NA 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL: 

During the Council meeting on November 28th, Councilor McGhee proposed the inclusion of an RFD for 

the December 5th Committee of the Whole meeting, focusing on Economic Development matters.  

Administration comprehends that Council aims to gain insight into the extent of efforts made by 

Administration to align with Council's Strategic Plan and other governance documents. 

It is understood by Administration that Council’s current direction is to continue the 

development/opportunity of Horseshow Canyon and to continue to explore ways for the Canyon to benefit 

Kneehill County.  

DISCUSSION/OPTIONS/BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES/OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

Administration would like to seize this opportunity to engage openly with Council and address any 

questions pertaining to the County's Economic Development Portfolio. 

FINANCIAL & STAFFING IMPLICATIONS: 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

 

APPROVAL(S): 
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Mike Haugen, Chief Administrative Officer Approved-  ☒ 

Kevin Gannon, Director of Community Services Approved- ☒ 
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Subject: Unsightly Premises Process 

Meeting Date: Tuesday, December 5, 2023 

Prepared By: Debra Grosfield, CLGM, Protective Services Manager 

Presented By: Kevin Gannon, Director of Community Services 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That the Committee of the Whole recommend to Council to request Administration to provide further 

information on Unsightly Premises file processes. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: (Check all that apply) 

 
☐ 

 
☐ 

 
☒ 

 
☐ 

 
☒   

High Quality 
Infrastructure 

Economic 
Resilience 

Quality of Life Effective 
Leadership 

Level of Service  

 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION: 

Provincial (cite)- Municipal Government Act: 
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Council Bylaw/Policy (cite) 

Attached: Bylaw Enforcement Officer Bylaw #1793, Nuisance & Unsightly Bylaw #1630 

BACKGROUND/PROPOSAL: 

At the November 28th Council meeting, Councilor Fobes requested that Administration bring forward a 

discussion item to the December 5th Committee of the Whole meeting in order to discuss concerns she 

has received with regards to unsightly premises.  

Any new direction from Council will require Administration to explore potential organizational avenues 

aligning with Council's vision. This could involve revising bylaws, enhancing educational initiatives, 

adjusting service delivery methods, or a blend of these approaches. 
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DISCUSSION/OPTIONS/BENEFITS/DISADVANTAGES/OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

The Planning Department and the Protective Services Department work together on many files as they 

may impact the Land Use and the premises in general, requiring enforcement of bylaws.  

Typically, our Peace Officer program initiates with an emphasis on education, allowing for deadline 

extensions if individuals exhibit signs of compliance. Adopting a ticketing-first approach in such cases has 

proven to impede the timely resolution of issues. When legal processes become necessary for a file, it 

can significantly prolong the resolution time and may demand substantial follow-up efforts and resources 

to achieve the intended outcomes. 

 

Protective Services Files: 

5 years of Bylaw enforcement files in Kneehill County only: 

 

85 - Bylaw and Bylaw County include some files that would be considered Unsightly:  

Snow/grass files (8), fencing issues (6), and unsightly/garbage (6) 

37 - Unsightly property files:  

Hesketh (2), Torrington/Wimborne (8), Sunnyslope (2), Huxley (7), Swalwell (13), Rural (5),  

files referred to RCMP (5) ie: suspicious activities. 

Most of these have been resolved, but as you can see, some have been turned over to other Agencies 

(RCMP or Planning) for further enforcement. 

 

Planning Department Files:  

Our records show that since 2013 we have worked on 76 enforcement files in Kneehill County.  The 

breakdown in hamlets is as follows: 5 in Huxley, 2 in Sunnyslope, 3 in Swalwell and 6 in Torrington.  Most 

of them have been resolved. However, we have had a couple of enforcement files go to court, which has 

been very costly and time-consuming.  Saddle Up is still not resolved.   

Further note regarding enforcement in general:  When we start enforcement, we may not get compliance, 

for any number of reasons.  We try to work with individuals to come up with a plan to resolve the issue in 

a way that works for everyone.  Money, age, and health can all be issues in obtaining compliance. 
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If we issue a Stop Order, we need to be sure that it is a big enough issue that we will potentially want to 

get a court order to resolve.  The court could provide us with the authority to correct the issue, however, 

these get very complicated and need to be well documented.  Typically, we would only utilize a Stop 

Order for extreme cases as we need to be seen as being reasonable by the courts. We would also want 

to ensure that we have Administration and Council backing to proceed to that level as it can be very 

costly. 

FINANCIAL & STAFFING IMPLICATIONS: 

Bylaw enforcement may be a quick fix with a phone call and a visit, taking less than an hour. However, 

some of the files may take days, or years, making the costs of bylaw enforcement challenging to track.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Bylaw Enforcement Officer Bylaw #1793 

Nuisance & Unsightly Bylaw #1630 

 

APPROVAL(S): 

Mike Haugen, Chief Administrative Officer Approved-  ☒ 

Kevin Gannon, Director of Community Services Approved- ☒ 
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