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AOPA Act & Regulations

• Act

• Matters Regulation

• Administrative Procedures 

Regulation

• Standards and 

Administration Regulation



AOPA Permit Types

Approvals  Larger CFOs with livestock numbers 

  greater than number in Matters Reg 

  schedule 2 (column 3)

Registrations Smaller CFOs with livestock 

   numbers between Matters Reg 

   schedule 2 (column 2) and schedule 

  2 (column 3)

Authorizations For manure collection areas (MCA) or 

  manure storage facilities (MSF) with 

  no change in livestock numbers



Permitting Requirements

Three broad requirement categories

• Land use Provisions
• Municipal Development Plans (& IDPs)

• Land Use Bylaws (Setbacks)

• Technical (AOPA requirements)
• Environmental Protection

• Nuisance

• Permits from other agencies
• Water licence, road access, etc.



Municipal involvement in the 

AOPA application process

Municipal notification 

Opportunity to 

respond

Multiple 

interactions with 

municipalities  

throughout the 

permitting 

process 

Provision of contact 

information



Public Notification

Approvals and Registrations only

Notification letters sent to persons who own or reside 

on land within the notification distance provided 

contact information is provided by the municipality

Notice placed in local newspaper(s) covering the area 

where the CFO is proposed

Notice posted on the NRCB website

Copies of the application are made available for public 

viewing at regional offices (by appointment), and 

posted on the NRCB website



Minimum Distance Separation

A means to mitigate nuisance impacts from CFOs

• Measured on the date the Part 1 application is received 

by the NRCB

• Based on the number of livestock and type of manure 

at a CFO or MSF

• Measured from the closest point of the CFO to the 

nearest outside wall of a neighbouring residence

• Expansion factor allowed to be used only if 3 or more 

years have passed since the completion of the most 

recent construction arising out of a permit



MDS Categories

Four receptor categories based on land zoning and 

residential type.

Category 1: residences on land zoned for agricultural 

 purposes

Category 2: residences on land zoned for non- 

  agricultural use 

Category 3: residences on land zoned for high use 

  recreational or commercial purposes

Category 4: residences on land zoned for large-scale 

 country residential, rural hamlet, village, town 

 or city



MDS Categories

Cat 3
Cat 2

Cat 1

Cat 4



What MDS does not cover

MDS is NOT measured from:

➢ Land which does not have a residence on it

➢ Schools 

➢ Community halls 

➢ Recreational facilities 

➢ Shops / Businesses, etc.

 

  (MDS only measured to residences)



Municipal Development Plans

Applications must meet Municipal Development 

Plan - Land Use provisions
(e.g. identifying where CFOs are / are not, allowed)

Land Use Bylaw provisions 
(e.g. property line and road setbacks) 

Intermunicipal Development Plans – Direction 

provided to AOs though Board Decision 2022-02 Double H 

Feeders Ltd. 

This is incorporated into the NRCB Approvals policy



Land Use Provisions

MDP (& IDP) Land Use Provisions should 

include clearly defined: 

❖ planning requirements,

▪ setbacks (including noting where they are 

measured from)

▪ Identifying where CFOs are / are not 

allowed to develop (including plans / maps)



Land Use Provisions

Approval Officers do NOT have discretion 

regarding MDP & IDP  land use provisions

• Must DENY application if inconsistent with 

MDP & IDP land use provisions 

NRCB Board has discretion to approve 

application despite an inconsistency with an 

MDP or IDP land use provision through a 

review hearing process



Water Licensing

Water licensing:

• Responsibility of Alberta Environment and 

Protected Areas (EPA) under Water Act

• CFO applications referred to EPA

• Water licensing information and declarations 

included in CFO application forms (Applicants 

must complete)



Compliance and Enforcement 

Enforcement Principles

• Uses a series of escalating steps:

– Voluntary compliance (work with operators to 

achieve compliance)

– Verbal directives

–Written compliance directives

– Enforcement orders / Emergency orders

– Court orders

– Prosecution



Compliance and Enforcement 

Inspectors follow up on:

1. Complaints

• Have a 24-hour Toll Free Response Number        

(1-866-383-6722)

• Can be submitted through website

• Coordinate with other agencies as required

2. Permit conditions

3. Conduct post construction inspections

4. Conduct compliance program inspections



Manure Application Requirements

Manure spreading regulations apply to ALL livestock 

operations in Alberta (not just CFOs).

The regulations include requirements for:

• Manure incorporation

• Setbacks (residences, wells, waterbodies)

• Nutrient loading (Nitrogen and Salinity)

• Soil testing

• Record keeping



Fact Sheets and Technical 

Guides

Permitting Process 

and other Fact Sheets, 

Technical Guides, and 

Calculators are 

available on the NRCB 

website:

www.nrcb.ca



Questions
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